CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

by Sue Moloney

Children at all levels can be involved in community service projects and programs. Service projects link children with their communities. While there are many valuable individual consequences of young children being engaged in community service, the ultimate result is a more interactive, caring society for all, a society in which everyone takes some piece of responsibility for everybody's well-being.

Children begin to appreciate and respect life at an early age. They learn to care for their bodies, clean themselves, play, and learn more about themselves in relation to their world. As they grow, most children learn to define themselves and their own needs, and begin to gain a sense of the needs and feelings of others. Most young children eagerly learn to share and care.  Through interactions with families, schools, the broader community and friends children learn how to extend their knowledge about sharing and caring. They learn, in particular, how to develop and shape the arts of giving and taking that lead toward a sense of belonging. Positive early experiences with other people and their environment form the foundation for children's later appreciation of the wider world.

Community Service projects provide opportunities for children to learn  how to explore sharing creatively with others. Community service teaches them they have control over much of what happens in their own lives and communities. Perhaps most importantly, community service teaches children the value of being responsible for both themselves and their communities.

Children as early as kindergarten can benefit from involvement in a wide variety of service-oriented projects. It is through interactions with both adults and peers that children learn the value and consequences of cooperation, appreciation of others' uniqueness, respect for surroundings, a sense of responsibility for their communities and respect for all living things. Community service projects can offer children a means of achieving empowerment at an early age, particularly when projects extend beyond fund-raising events for local charities.  

Projects can be built around the characteristics, abilities and interests of the different age groups.


5-6 Year Olds and Community Service Projects

· Short-term

· Action-oriented

· Cast them in the role of ‘helpers’

· Offer opportunities to enjoy sharing and having fun

· Offer opportunities for pride in their accomplishments 

· Opportunities to demonstrate to others what they have done

· Opportunities to laugh and tell jokes

· Already know that helping others gives self-satisfaction and pride

· Want to be thanked, praised and appreciated out loud in public

· Sometimes need to be drawn into group efforts

· Sometimes need to be reminded of the importance of the individual to group success

· Adult Support

· Put ideas into actual projects that draw upon abilities, willingness to share, desire to have fun and laugh

· Don’t expect them to do more than one task at a time

· Constant encouragement and reminders

7-9 Year Olds and Community Service Projects

· Can be very different in some ways from 5-6 year olds, similar in others

· Generally love and can get behind a cause

· Can enthusiastically support a project of substance, particularly if they are involved in the planning

· Can be very capable of independent action – projects should encourage extensive participation of all members

· Want encouragement from adults

· Some may hold back and allow more vocal or popular children to work and learn
Very capable of determining community needs, generating ideas, designing projects

· Adults support

· Guidance

· Commitment

· General framework for organization and coordination

· Minimal direction

Girls 10 and Up and Community Service Projects

· Think bigger

· Go beyond the school, neighborhood, community, state, country, international

· Girls Do More and More

· All skills are improved – leadership, planning, attention-span, focus, physical abilities, knowledge, etc.

· Identify the issues from increased awareness of the world around them

· Design and plan the project – including necessary resources

· Still Have Fun, but more seriously involved with the issues

· Adults support less

· Guidance

· Framework, planning, direction

· Adults still need to

· Praise

· Encourage

· Appreciate - publicly

PROJECT IDEAS

	???????
CHARITY CHEST
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	PRIVATE
This is an ongoing project that can help many people and serves as a daily reminder to keep the needy in your thoughts.

Materials Needed:
A box that will fit in the corner of your kitchen, canned food, used clothing that is in good condition, toys, etc.

	PRIVATE


PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=spacer"INCLUDEPICTURE "../../../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/images/wh.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET \d"

	Steps:

	Get a box that is the right size for the corner of your kitchen. 

Decorate it with any design that you and your family see fit. 

This box is your charity chest. Anytime a family member feels inspired to contribute something they can place it in the box. 

Have monthly meeting to decide where your family wants to contribute the items. If phone calls need to be made to see where you can donate your various items to, have each family member get involved in the search. 


	???????
MORNING SLEEP-IN
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	PRIVATE
Your family can allow homeless parents a chance to sleep in by playing games with the children on a weekend morning.

Time Required:
2-3 Hours

Materials Needed:
Various games, paper, crayons, markers, donuts and juice

	PRIVATE
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	Steps:

	Contact a homeless shelter in your area and ask if they house families. It is important to find out the ages and if there is a big enough room or yard that you could play in. 

Make a list of games or art projects that you could do in one hour. Make sure the games are appropriate for the children. Simon Says, Red Light, Green Light, Jump Rope, Duck-duck Goose, and any other childhood favorite game often works well. If there are older children, you may want to bring board games or cards. 

Call the shelter the day in advance. Their guests are very transient and you will need to check numbers and ages again. 

Play the games with them rather than for them. This way everyone feels they are involved. 

If it was successful, see if you can set this up again on a regular basis. Maybe you can ask other families you know to rotate weekends. 

	Special Considerations:
Remember this is their home. Be respectful of their space.


	???????
FATHER'S DAY CARD CONNECTIONS
	

	

	PRIVATE
There are many single fathers living in homeless shelters, prisons, hospitals, AIDS facilities and nursing homes that have lost contact with their families. You can help these men reconnect with their loved ones by creating cards that say, "I Care". Make ten cards and package them with a pen and stamps in a large envelope. 

Time Required:
1 to 3 hours (depending on how elaborate your card creations are)

Materials Needed:
An oversized envelope, 10 card size envelopes, blank cards or white paper cut to the size of your envelopes, a variety of art mediums (markers, paint, stamp pads, sponges, etc.) pen, and postage stamps. 

	PRIVATE
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	Steps:

	Call shelters, nursing homes, prisons or AIDS centers in your community and see if they need your special cards. 

Buy or make 10 blank cards that can be decorated. 

Decorate the cards either on the computer or using various art supplies. Old card fronts can also be cut and glued to a new card. 

Write a description of the project or a caring poem on the outside of a large envelope. 

Fill the large envelope with your card creations, postage stamps and a pen. 

Distribute your card creation kit to your center of choice. 


	???????
SWEET SUCCESS
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	PRIVATE
This project is designed to encourage young people who are recovering from drug/alcohol abuse. The idea is to create a small gift that will help them celebrate their sobriety at special anniversary dates.

Time Required:

1 to 3 hours 

Materials Needed:
· Fabric or paper square (12") 

· 12" of red ribbon 

· Candy, gum and various party favors 

· Paper and markers 

Steps:
Purchase some party favors and other goodies. 

Place the goodies in the center of the fabric or paper square. 

Gather up the ends of the fabric or paper and tie it together with the ribbon. It should look like a small satchel. 

Make a card to attach to the satchel. Draw a colorful kite on the front (you can trace our kite logo or make your own). 

Write this message inside the card: "Soaring Toward A Brighter Future! Congratulations and keep up the great work." 

Send or give your Sweet Success Satchel to a local substance abuse rehabilitation center or to someone from AA. 


	???????
GIGGLE BOOKS
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	PRIVATE
When someone is sick in the hospital, life can see very down and lonely. Laughter is the best medicine for dreary times. Put together your funniest sayings, jokes, riddles and pictures into a book. 

Time Required:
2 to 6 hours

Materials Needed:
· Blank paper and colorful paper for the cover 

· Markers or the use of a computer 

· Cardboard 

· String 

	PRIVATE
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	Steps:

	Have a brainstorming meeting of favorite jokes, riddles and sayings. Have one person be the recorder. 

Copy all of your ideas onto sheets that you can bind together as a book. If you have access to a computer, you can use various fonts and borders on each page. 

Cut out 2 pieces of cardboard to the appropriate size of your paper to serve as your cover and back of your book. Decorate it with bright colored paper or use markers to make a silly design. 

If you have created the Giggle Book on the computer, print out a handful of them that you can give out. 


	???????
COMFORT QUILTS
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	PRIVATE
Many kids in the hospital or care center get scared and lonely. You can provide some comfort by making quilts out of soft clothing and fabrics.

Time Required:
5 to 10 hours

Materials Needed:
· Soft clothing and sheets that are no longer used 

· Scissors 

· Straight pins 

· Sewing machine 

· Hem tape 

	PRIVATE
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	Steps:

	Talk to the pediatric department in the hospital about donating a comfort quilt. 

Gather all the old, soft clothing and sheets. Wash any garments you plan to use. 

Cut the good sections into 8in. x 8in squares, at least. 

Using the straight pins, pin the squares together and work out an arrangement of the fabric that you like. It doesn’t have to be bigger than six or seven squares long by six or seven squares wide. 

After sewing the squares together, sew hem tape around the edges to finish it. 

Take the troop to deliver them to the children. 


	???????
MY LITTLE PILLOW
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	PRIVATE
Young children coping with serious illnesses often spend long periods of time in the hospital. Sometimes their parents can’t be there all the time. You can make a snuggly little pillow buddy to accompany the child at all times. 

Time Required:
1 to 3 hours

Materials Needed:
· Permanent colored markers, fabric paint, or cloth stencils 

· Small pillowcases or fabric that can be stitched into a small pillow 

· Needles and thread or sewing machine 

· Non-allergenic polyfill 

	PRIVATE
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	Steps:

	1. Contact a nearby hospital that you know cares for children with cancer and other serious illnesses to see if a patient would like to receive your pillow-pal. 
2. Use the markers, paints, or stencils to make pictures on the pillowcases. 
3. Stuff the pillowcase with the polyfill and sew the end closed. 
4. Send the pillow or deliver it to the hospital near you. If you deliver it, try to spend some time with the patients that receive the pillows. 


	???????
READ WELL
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	PRIVATE
Time can pass slowly to a sick child in the hospital. Your troop can make the hospital stay brighter by bringing your favorite books to read to him/her.

Time Required:
1 hour to unlimited

Materials Needed:
· Books 

· Paper 

· Crayons 

	PRIVATE
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	Steps:

	Call the pediatric ward at the hospital to see if there are any children you can visitwho seem lonely. Make sure you ask if there is any infectious disease on the floor. 

When you are reading, make sure you show all the pictures, read slowly and pronounce the words clearly, add drama whenever you can and leave the book with the child until the next time you come if that is appropriate. 

If you have enough time, make a picture with the child. You can draw a picture together that describes what you have just read. 


	???????
FANTASY FLOWERS
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	PRIVATE
Fresh flowers are beautiful, but never last very long and can cause allergic reactions. Make a Fantasy Flower arrangement out of household items that will last longer and won’t cause a sneeze. 

Time Required:
1 to 3 hours

Materials Needed:
· Bottom half of a milk or orange juice carton 

· Wooden skewers or small strong sticks 

· Cube of Styrofoam 

· Clean egg carton 

· Colored construction paper 

· Rice 

· Green food coloring 

· Hot glue gun and glue sticks 

· Rubber cement 

· Cotton balls 

· Scissors 

	PRIVATE
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	Steps:

	Color the rice with the green food coloring and set aside to dry. 

Wash the carton and cut in half. Dry out thoroughly. 

Cut construction paper to fit the outside of the carton and glue around. 

The Styrofoam should fit snugly inside the carton with about ¼ inch of room at top. 

Cut the bottom of the egg carton into sections so that you have individual cups. Trim the edges of each cup to look like a flower. 

Cut the skewers to different lengths and stick them through the bottom of the egg-cups. Secure the skewers inside the egg-cups with a glue gun. Allow to cool. 

Use the colored construction paper to cut out petals. Using the glue gun, attach the petals to the underside of the egg-cups to make flowers. 

Arrange the skewers in the foam and secure them at the base with the glue gun. 

Cover the foam with a layer of rubber cement and sprinkle on the colored rice so that it covers the foam completely. 

Glue a cotton ball on the inside of each egg flower with the glue gun. 

Decorate the Fantasy Flower carton with markers, cut-outs, buttons or dried flowers. 

Deliver to the recipient of your choice. 


	???????
BIRTHDAY CARE CAKE
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	PRIVATE
Many elderly people do not receive birthday cakes any more. You can decorate a cake for a special senior, or decorate cakes for all the residents in a nursing home!

Time Required:
2 to 8 hours

Materials Needed:
· Cake ingredients 

· Paper and markers (For a card) 

Steps:
Call a nursing home or senior center and ask if any of their residents have upcoming birthdays. As a troop, decide if you are going to do individual cakes or make one big cake and celebrate everyone’s birthday in that month. 

Let everyone help. Kids can help mix, grease pans, make frosting and create decorations. The decorating can be a troop work of love! 

Bring a card for that added touch and let them know you care. 


	???????
CARING CALENDAR
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	PRIVATE
Many older people have a difficult time keeping track of birthdays, holidays and appointments. Your troop can create a calendar that shows you care, and will be a helpful reminder

Time Required:
2 to 3 hours

Materials Needed:
· Blank paper 

· Pens, markers or a computer 

· Stapler 

· Photos 

Steps:
Decide who to give the calendar to. If it is a relative, you may want to use photos. If it is someone in the neighborhood or at a nursing home, you can make pictures. 

Set up a time that you can go and visit them and let them know you are making a surprise for them. Ask them important dates that they remember (i.e. relatives and friends birthdays, religious holidays they celebrate, regular doctor appointments etc.). 

If you are using a computer, many programs have pre-printed calendars that you can just fill information into. If you are making a calendar from scratch, find a calendar and copy the dates from it. Fill in the blocks with the information that you received. 

Use photos with fun captions or make pictures for each month. 

Staple the pages together in calendar form. 

Give it to the person for a special event. 


	???????
12 DAYS OF CARING
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	PRIVATE
The 12 days of caring can be done in any order you wish. You can do them for 12 straight days or every other day. The joy of giving is what the holiday season is all about!

1st- SECRET ELF- Leave a special poem, a small gift, plant or holiday story at a homebound neighbor or someone in need. You can continue this daily or weekly throughout the month! 

2nd- CARING COOKIES - Make your favorite cookies for someone special in your life. You could give them to a teacher, a relative, a neighbor, or a friend. Check the recipe below.

3rd- BIRD EXTRAVAGANZA- Decorate a tree for the birds. Cover pinecones with peanut butter and dip them in birdseed. String popcorn and cranberries. Cut up apples, oranges, and other fruits to hang pieces on the tree.

4th- HOLIDAY KITS- Create a holiday project for a child that cannot afford to buy a present for someone he or she loves. Put together everything a child would need to make a present for a loved one.

5th- TABLE DECORATIONS- Make a holiday centerpiece or place mats for a local senior center or deliver some to Meals on Wheels.

6th CARING CALENDAR- Interview an elderly neighbor or a relative and find out the important dates in their lives. Create a calendar with handmade pictures or photos and fill in the special dates. This can be done on the computer, by hand or with a calendar kit. 

7th- HOLIDAY HOPE CHEST – Fill a shoebox with small gifts and a card for a homeless child or someone that will be spending the holidays in the hospital. 

8th- POSTCARD FOR POLAND -Create your own Postcard and send a caring message to a child in an orphanage in Poland. 

9th- SOUP TO SHARE- Make a container of homemade soup and give it to someone that is very stressed out or depressed and needs to know that someone really cares for them. 

10th- DECK THE HALLS- Decorate a shelter, senior center, community center or an elderly person's home in your neighborhood. Find out which holiday they celebrate and make some bright decorations that they can hang up in their windows. You could also make BIRDFEEDERS for them to hang right outside their window.

11th-FUDGE DELIVERY… Remember your garbage man, postman, bus driver and any other deliveryman that may stop at your home on a regular basis. Make some homemade fudge and a special holiday card. 

12th- CARING FAMILY MEAL- Collect the items necessary to make your favorite recipe for a family in need.   Box the items decoratively, including paper or plastic dishes and silverware.  Attach a card with wishes for the receiver’s enjoyment.  Donate the box to a local family homeless shelter.  Call ahead to determine various family sizes so you can include enough for everyone.


More Community Service Project Ideas 

· Plant trees in a park – at Christmas time encourage parents to buy living Christmas trees, then plant them in the community where you  can visit them each year.

· Program to honor centurions in the community 

· Make hygiene kits for a local homelsss/crisis shelter.  Pack each kit in a zip lock bag.  Add identical supplies to each, including: soap, washcloth, toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, small bottle of shampoo, etc.

· Draw a mural or decorate a bulletin board at a Senior Citizen’s Center, library, school or hospital

· Repaint something in the community that is looking warn.  Get permission from the appropriate owner or agency, ask for painting donations from a local hardware store.

· Practice flag ceremonies so you can do them for special ceremonies for the public: PTA/PTSO, city government, etc.  Advertise through your neighborhood and community that you are available.

· Be a hospital volunteer

· Be a reader for a blind person

· Prepare care packages for new single parents 

· Bring flowers to a nursing home 

· Paint walls to cover graffiti 

· Book drive for the needy 

· Food drive for the homeless 

· Clothing drive for the homeless 

· Toy drive for the homeless 

· Teddy bear drive for displaced children 

· Serve food in a soup kitchen 

· Clean up a neighborhood 

· Fix/Build playground equipment 

· Repair bikes and donate to the poor 

· Perform a play at an orphanage 

· Host a Valentine party in a hospital ward 

· Adopt a grandparent 

· Mow grass for seniors 

· Throw a birthday party for homeless children 

· Volunteer to be a reading buddy for younger children – school, church, community center 

· Adopt a Make-a-Wish Foundation Child 

· Mentor a class at a different school 

· Volunteer at local hospitals 

· Host a Thanksgiving Dinner for the underprivileged 

· Set up a blood drive 

· Set up an Organ donor drive 

· Raise supplies for disaster victims 

· Raise supplies for war torn areas 

· Create a New Neighbor Kit to welcome a new family into the neighborhood or at school.  Decorate a shopping bag, put in a list of phone numbers they may need, small toys for children, school supplies, etc. 

· Raise school supplies for less fortunate schools 

· Babysit for parents of handicapped children for "Mom's day out" programs 

· Plant seedlings in lakes to prevent erosion 

· Start a recycling drive 

· Adopt a highway 

· Work on a world issue with a sister city 

· Implement Random Acts of Kindness Campaign for the City

· Visit the nearest hospital at Halloween (in costume) or as Christmas dress as elves - pass out cards or treats. 

· Sponsor a community clean-up. Plan a social afterwards.  

· Sign Valentine Cards from your troop and secretly slip them under the doors of Senior Citizens.

· Recycling. Have members bring their recyclable materials to each meeting. Arrange for a parent to bring the material to a local recycling outlet.

· Deliver Cards/Cake to Senior Citizens. Pick a day to call "Senior's Day" On that day, go and visit a local senior's center and bring them cake. Sing songs for them, play cards, or participate in some of the senior's activities.

· Emergency Phone Number Sheets. Make it the responsibility of your troop to do up Emergency Phone number response sheets for your area. Deliver them door-to-door. Include fire, police, ambulance, poison control centers, or any other numbers which you feel might be important in your area.

	· 
	· Provide a community/neighborhood newsletter. If your town doesn't have one, collect information about your area (events, activities, etc.) and put it out in a newsletter. It doesn't have to be every month, perhaps 3 or 4 times a year. 



· If there are seniors in your community who live on their own, offer a service in your town newsletter or local paper, telling seniors that troop members will help with yard word or house cleaning.

· Have a book or magazine drive. Donate them to some local "waiting rooms."

· Have Kid's Parties for Valentine's, Halloween, Christmas, etc. at family homeless shelters, displaced children’s centers, senior centers.


· Clean up the school grounds in the spring to make the area look nice. 


· Have a Teacher's Day, Secretary's Day, Janitor's Day. Give the person of the day a treat of some sort - candy, flowers, etc. Maybe you could clean blackboards after school one day to help the cleaners. 


· PRIVATE
Clothes / Food / Toy / Book / Magazine Drives. Donate what you collect to worthy charities in your area. At certain times of the year, these will be a great help to people. 


· Help out at Homeless Shelters / Food Kitchens. Take a day when some of your members would be able to go and help out at these worthwhile locations. 

· Coordinate a community drive to collect and repair used bicycles. Donate the refurbished bikes to a community agency that will give the bikes to kids. Partner with local police, public safety departments and businesses to make sure that each bike comes with a new bike helmet. (It isn’t safe to recycle bike helmets!) 

· Playgrounds and families go hand-in-hand. Have your troop sponsor a playground pizzazz day! Spiff-up and fix-up a community playground. Celebrate your efforts with a picnic at the park and invite neighborhood kids and families to attend. Ask a local hardware or builders supply store to share in the fix-up and the fun! 

· Start your community walking, running or wheeling by sponsoring a family and pet-friendly 5K run or walk. 

· Check out the bicycle and snowmobile trails in your area. Are they well-marked and well-groomed? If not, coordinate the effort to pick up the rubbish, update the signs and create posters about the “new and improved” local trails. Ask local businesses and community service agencies for permission to display the posters on their premises. 

· Consider organizing a visiting pet program in your community.   Arrange to visit nursing homes, senior citizen centers, group homes for the disabled or special education schools with their animals. People at nursing homes and senior citizen centers especially enjoy seeing and touching animals. These visits can be a welcome opportunity for people to share stories and memories of their childhoods and experiences. Cats, dogs, calves, lambs, pigs, rabbits, ducks, chickens, snakes, lizards, gerbils, hamsters and guinea pigs all make great animals for visiting pet programs. 

· Volunteer at your local humane society or county animal control office. These facilities often need individuals or groups to help with animal bathing, dog walking and facility clean up. If you can’t volunteer at the facility, consider holding a fund-raiser such as a dog walk or pet wash day. 

· Help provide low-income mothers with basic baby items necessary for the first months of their infants’ lives. Use grant money, donations or funds your troop has raised to put together layettes from items purchased in your county stores. The layettes could include one infant gown, one receiving blanket, one combination garment and one crib sheet. Meet with the managers of local stores to compare selections and prices on infant merchandise. After you put together the packages, a local community services agency could distribute them to low-income mothers. 

· Make, adapt or repair clothing for shut-ins or residents of nursing homes, other group homes or homeless shelters. 

· Plan and conduct (or help with) a clothing drive for Goodwill Industries or hold a “Christmas in November” (or May or July or whatever month works for your troop) clothing sale to benefit a worthy cause. 

· Consider arranging a troop clown performance for people with special needs, such as residents of nursing homes, disabled citizen centers, medical care facilities and children’s homes. Clowns may also participate in community events such as parades and festivals, and visit day care centers and library story hours. 

· Paint hearts, flowers, diamonds, zigzags, suns, moons, stars, comets, ladybugs, snakes or other fun and simple shapes on kids’ faces at a festival or fund-raiser. Use water-based cosmetic paints.  Be sure to bring a mirror so the kids can admire your handiwork! 

· Photograph historical spots in your community.  Learn a little about their ‘history’ .  Put the information together in a booklet form and donate it to the town or local senior centers. 

· Interview residents at nursing homes, and senior citizens centers.  Gather the information and pictures of the residents into a booklet form and donate copies to each participant so they can better know their neighbor residents.

· Donate any extra produce from your garden to a local homeless shelter or food kitchen. 

· Work with a local community agency to set up a community garden site for people who don’t have their own land. 

· Help the residents of a nursing home or other group home set up and maintain container gardens of vegetables and flowers. 

· Organize a recycling program. The event can run for just one day or be a long-term project that runs over many months with the support of local agencies and area businesses. 

RESOURCES

The Volunteer Center of Phoenix serves all of Maricopa County. 

Central Phoenix 
1515 East Osborn Road
Phoenix, AZ 85014 
Phone: (602) 263-9736 

Central Phoenix 
1515 East Osborn Road
Phoenix, AZ 85014 
Phone: (602) 263-9736 

E-mail: volunteer@volunteerphoenix.org 
Volunteer Center of Yavapai County


233 White Spar Road, Ste. 1, Prescott, AZ 86303-4287


928-717-1715


email: volunteer-yc@cabelone.net
Volunteer Centers of Southeastern Arizona, Inc.

1124 W. Thatcher Blvd., Ste. 200, Safford, AZ 85546-3162

928-428-7891

email: volcent@eaznet.com
White Mountain Volunteer Center of Arizona


940 E. Maricopa Drive, Springerville, AZ 85938-5319


520-333-3055


email: whitemountain.volvntr@yahoo.com
Volunteer Center of Tucson


924 N. Alvernon Way, Tucson, AZ 85711-1018


520-881-3300


email:  volunteercenter@volunteertucson.org

website: www.volunteertucson.org
BLM “Make a Difference" on Arizona's Public Lands project ideas

Bureau of Land Management 
Arizona State Office
PO Box 45155
222 N. Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85004
Phone:(602) 417-9200

  http://azwww.az.blm.gov/volunteer/volindex.htm -

Community notices arriving with your utility bills

School and PTA letters 

Newspaper articles

Club Membership Newsletters

www.pointsoflight.org - Points of Light Foundation

Regional Volunteer Centers, Project Resources and Ideas

http://jfg.girlscouts.org/how/leadership/service/index.htm#Ideas - GSUSA Just For Girls, Great Community Service Ideas

scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Program/Service.htm - Scouting project ideas

The Kid's Guide to Social Action: How to Solve the Social Problems You Choose — and Turn Creative Thinking Into Positive Action By Barbara A. Lewis (Minneapolis: Free Spirit Publishing, 1991)

The Kid's Guide to Service Projects: Over 500 Service Ideas for Young People Who Want to Make a Difference
By Barbara A. Lewis (Minneapolis: Free Spirit Publishing, 1995)

St. Mary’s Food Bank – looking for volunteers to help pack food baskets.  Girls 12 years and older. 602-352-3640 x1159.

Remember:

· Make it a Girl project – not an Adult project

· Safety always – Consult Safety-Wise

· Girl/adult ratios

· Anticipate what the girl’s might find or experience while performing the various tasks of a service project

· Do not promote the product or fund raising of a company or organization

· Example:  okay to give out water to participants of  a 10K run to raise money for the American Cancer Society, but not to run in the marathon to raise money for the Society

